
 

LAUSD ADULT EDUCATION AND REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL CENTER PROGRAMS 
ARE IN DANGER OF MASSIVE FUNDING REDUCTIONS FOR 2012-2013 

 

1. Potential Impact:  
The reduction or elimination of Adult Education by the Los Angeles Unified School 
District (LAUSD) would create a political and educational debacle. 

2. Fiscal Facts:  

o The Board of Education is having difficulty fully funding all programs to fulfill its 
legal responsibility to produce a balanced budget. 

o While providing critically needed basic education and career training for the community at large, Adult 
and Career Education has been self-sustaining. 

o The District is taking funding that was originally generated by the Division of Adult and Career Education 
(DACE) and using it to pay for the District’s general-fund shortfalls.  

o The District sweeps away every dollar left in Adult and Career Education at the end of each fiscal year. 

3. Potential Loss of Educational and Career Services for the Following Populations: 

o High school students 
o K-12 students’ parents 
o Other adults and 
o Whole social and economic communities served by the District  

4. Potential Loss in Numbers: 

o HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
 More that 10% of last year’s high school dropouts were enrolled in Adult and Career Education 

courses, thus reducing the District’s 2010-2011 dropout rate by 10%. 
 Approximately 1,500 former dropouts were graduated from DACE programs in 2010-2011 
 In 2010-2011, 88,200 high school students took Adult and Career Education courses to make up 

credits Reducing accessibility for these students would simply transfer educational costs to the 
General Fund at a higher per-capita cost.  

 Up to 50% of some high schools’ seniors graduate each year because they have taken classes in adult 
and career education. Loss of the ability for seniors to make up credits would have a significant 
negative effect on the District graduation rate. 

 In 2010-2011, 51,844 high school students took courses at occupational centers and in ROP (Regional 
Occupational Programs). Reducing accessibility to these programs would cause students to be 
transferred back to their home schools and would increase costs to the General Fund, again at a 
higher per-capita cost. 

 Career and technical programs that provide adult and high school students with employment skills 
resulting in a better economy for business and industry sectors of communities served by the District.  

o K-12 STUDENTS’ PARENTS 
 In 2010-2011, 58,147 parents took DACE courses.  

o OTHER ADULTS 
 More than 200,000 adults took career and educational classes in 2010-2011. 

o WHOLE COMMUNITIES 
 Almost 350,000 adults and high school students took adult education and career preparation classes 

in 2010-2011 
 Labor union-supported apprenticeship programs have a long history of preparing community 

members for economic stability 

Reducing or shutting down the District’s Adult and Career Education programs would have the unintended 
consequences of 1) increasing dropout rates, 2) decreasing District revenue (e.g., fewer graduates means less 
state funding) and 3) eliminating critical educational and career services to thousands of needy parents, other 
adults and communities District-wide.  

 


